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Half-term is upon us once again and we seem to have accomplished so much in such a few short weeks. The
children have all been working hard and we have hosted fixtures against Shebbear College and Kelly College. We
held our annual Jeans for Genes non-uniform day where we were able to raise money for sick children. Just
recently Years 1 — 6 visited Morwellham Quay and the Reception children visited Newquay Zoo. This week we held
our Open Morning for prospective parents and our Open Evening to welcome Nursery parents whose children will
be moving down into the Kindergarten in January. The rest of the term looks to be just as busy starting with the
Bonfire Party on Friday 2" November and the Friend’s Christmas Bazaar on Saturday 24" November. Please
ensure that we have your current email address so that you can continue to receive this electronic version of the
newsletter.
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We would like to wish Sue Smith all the best in her new role and thank her for all her hard work and dedication
during her time with us. Rachel Pethick will be joining our team as Deputy Manager — we are delighted to have her.
Andrea has returned from maternity leave bringing her baby, Jack, to play with his new friends in Angelfish group.
The children are enjoying our topic ‘Autumn’. We have lots of walks planned (weather permitting) to explore our
environment. The children will be making telescopes and binoculars to use to find treasures to bring back to
discuss, display and use during activities.

Just a reminder that Toddler Group is held on a Tuesday from 1.45 - 3.00 pm in the Nursery. Sing, Song and Sign
is held on a Friday from 2.15 — 3.00 pm also in the Nursery.
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This term our topic has been learning about ourselves. The children have enjoyed making a scarecrow named
‘Trevor’. We celebrated the Harvest Festival with the children and they enjoyed making potato heads and growing
cress. Also this half-term the children have been exploring themselves and learning all about smell, touch, taste,
sight and hearing.

During the next half-term we will be busy rehearsing for our Christmas Nativity play and parents will be notified
about the role their child will play as soon as possible.
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Years 1 and 2 have acquired some class pets. They are giant African
land snails! Recently Years 1 and 2 did an assembly about their new
pets for the rest of the school. They found out what they eat, what
their tank should be like, how to keep them healthy and how to deal
with the eggs they can lay. Year 2 found out that the largest giant
African land snail ever found weighed 2 kilograms and was 35cm long
— lets hope ours do not get that big! We had a school vote to choose
the names for the two snails. The options were:-

Charles & Camilla, Richard & Judy, Slimer & Shelley and Crunch &
Crackle. After the votes were counted it was revealed that Slimer &
Shelley won by one vote.

“l like Slimer & Shelley because it is fun to watch them slither on the

log in the tank” — Daniella Elliott
Pictured with the snails are Daniella Elliott and R occo Dyer
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Visit to Morwellham Quay

Years 1 — 6 visited the World heritage site at Morwellham Quay. This is a
reconstructed Victorian copper mining village. Part of the visit was a tram
ride deep into the darkness of an authentic Victorian copper mine which
was cold and wet. The photograph shows another activity in which the
children dressed up in costumes worn by people in Victorian times.

The children were also subjected to the discipline of a Victorian school
complete with cane and dunce’s cap where they were made to recite their
tables and sing hymns.
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This half-term has been well received by the children. Our opening two matches against Shebbear gave a
wonderful home victory for the rugby and netball teams. Our next match was away to Kelly. The girls had a closely
contested match, however, our Ull rugby had another victory and our U9 teams both had good matches against
Kelly. Team photographs are available from Mr Cardoo at a cost of £1.00 each. The dads and mums rugby and
netball matches will take place this year on 5™ December. Anybody interested please speak to Andy Whitmarsh
and Kay Dinsdale.
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After a relaxed half-term, we are now gearing up to a particularly busy second half.

On 2™ November there will be a fireworks party at the school — please come along. Entrance is £5.00 per family,
which includes a burger or hot dog. Soft drinks will be provided, but please feel free to bring your own wine or beer.
Any donations of firewood or fireworks will be gratefully received. There will also be a pumpkin and guy
competition, judged earlier in the day.

The Christmas Bazaar is now getting closer — 24" November, so please bring in any jumble, books, toys & bric-a-
brac, or get baking if you are bringing in cakes. Craft tables are available if anyone is interested — please see
Gaynor. Prize draw tickets will be going out shortly — and there are some good prizes to be won. The Christmas
Bazaar is usually a fun day for all the family — with plenty of pre-Christmas bargains to be bought, so please come
along on the day.

Finally, the term will finish for the adults with a Winter Party to be held at the school on Friday 7" December.
Tickets are £10.00, which will include mulled wine and mince pies — look out for the posters nearer the time.
Thank you for all your continued support, including cakes provided for the tuck shop.

This term we have purchased a new cooker for the kitchen, which has made Alison very happy!
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Half-Term 4.30 pm Fri 19 " — Sun 28" Oct Holiday Club — Opens Thurs 13 " Dec
Bonfire Party — Fri 2 " Nov 6.00 pm Seahorses Nursery Closes — Fri 14 " Dec
Individual School Photos — Thurs 8 ™ Nov Spring Term Begins — Wed 9 " Jan

Christmas Bazaar — Sat 24 ™ Nov 11.00 am — 3.00 pm
Christingle Service — Sun2 ™ Dec 6.00 pm
Nativity Play — Fri 7 ™ Dec - Foundation Stage/ KS1
End of Term —  Wed 12 ™ Dec
12.00 Noon Kindergarten and Reception finish scho ol
2.00 pm Final Assembly
3.00 pm Years 1 - 6 finish school
5.00 pm Carol Service



